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a ‘BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 
mi 
s!A er STE UF PREREPPEE 
hem, No. 42. NEW-HAVEN, MARCH 17, 1821. 
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4 ‘ increased our obligations to God, added 
vod CETLOS ner. : interest to our meetings, and excited joy- 
e ns From the mgmt a. ful expectations. The Wednesday fol- 
P Joint Letter of the Missionaries to the jowine. we were informed ef his arrival 
; . 5) . * 
sas Corresponding Secretary. at Point Pedro, about 16 miles from 


Jaffna, Sept. 10th, 1820. 


Rev. and Dear Sir,—Since the date of 
our last letter, which we forwarded to 
Calcutta about the 1st of Mas, the Lord 
has dealt very graciously with us, and 
we desire, with gratitude, to accord his 
mercies. Three of our number. at the 
date of our last letter, were much reduc- 
ed by sickness, and had so many alarm- 
ing symptoms, that we feared the result. 
Although called to pass through the 
furnace of affliction, we have not been 
forsaken; for the Lord has given us 
many precious tokens of his love, where- 
of we are glad, and by which we are en- 
couraged to go on in the work, to which 
we are called. The afflictions, which 
were upon us, have been, in a great 
measure, removed; and those severe 
trials, which we anticipated, have not 
been experienced. The brethren Meigs 
and Poor, who, for some time were not 
able to labour, have been mercifully re- 
stored to health, and are able to prose- 





WN. 

18 cute their work. Our dear brether 

is Richards, although feeble, shares in the 

4 labours of the mission. We donotthink 
that he will entirely recover, ior do we 
see any indication of approaching dis- 
solution. We still hope he will be able 

3 to lift up his voice to warn and instruct 

df § this people. 

‘ Arrival of Mr. Garrett. 

, Your letter of Jan. 3ist, and Mr. Ev- 
atts’s of Feb. 4th, were received on the 
i7th of July. By these we were advis- 
ed, that a printer might be soon ex- 


pected. On the first Monday of An- 
gust, while assembled at Batticotta with 
other missionary and christian friends 
for prayer, we received a letter trom 
brother Garrett, informing us of his ar- 
tival at Tranquebar. This intelligence 





Tillipally. The brethren Poor and 
Scudder went immediately to conduct 
him to Tillipally, where we were assem- 
bled, with grateful hearts, to welcome 
himhome. Thus as individuals, we are 
highly favoured of God, and, as a mis- 
sion, we are called to listen to the pre- 
cious promise: “ Fear thou not, for I 
ain with thee: be not dismayed, for I 
am thy God.” 


Arrangements of Missionary Stations. 


Strengthened in number and in healthy 
encouraged by the counsels of the Boards 
and animated by the dealings of Provi- 
dence, we have felt bound to extend our- 
selves at least so far, as to occupy to the 
best advantage, those parishes, in which 


we had already established schools, and’ 


which, for sometime, have been under 
our immediate care. To accomplish 
this object, the brethren Winslow and 
Spaulding removed in June to their sta- 
tion, at Oodooville, where they are ad- 
vantageously situated, and where they 
find much to encourage them, both from 
the attention given by the people to 
preaching and from the flattering pros- 
pects of the schools. 

But one additional station was not 
thought sufficient. ‘That our intercourse 
with the heathen may be more direct 
and extensive, and our schools more 
efficiently superintended, we think that 
the labours of two missionaries at one 
station, who have acquired the lan- 
guage, with the assistance of natives, 
which may now be obtained, will turn 
to much less account, than they would 
by each occupying a station, with simi- 
lar establishments. The native assist- 
ance, which we now have is very con- 
siderable, and is fast increasing. We 
have four natives, whe interpret readily 
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whatever we wish fo communicate to 
the people. All these are mewbers of 
our Church. We have five others, some 
of whom are hopefully pious, who act 
as interpreters on commou occasions, 
and who assist in the acquisition of the 
language. Besides these, we have ma- 
ny interesting bovs, who now speak 
English, and who render us much as- 
sistance in the work of the mission. 
With such assistance, one missionary 
can manage the concerns of the station, 
and the schools connected with it. By 
extending ourselves, and multiplying 
schools, the great object of our mission 
will be more effectually secured ; where- 
as, should we have two brethren at a 
station, the number of our scliools must 
of necessity be less; for it is both incon- 
venient, and inexpedient, to have schools 
attached to any station, more than two 
or three miles distant. All within this 
distance may be superintended by one 
missionary. 


New Station at Panditeripo. 


But to establish another station seem- 
ed almost impossible, for want of funds. 
To obviate this difficulty, in some meas- 
ure, brother Scudder brought forward a 
proposition, the amount of which is, 
that he engages to fit up a station at 
Panditeripo with his private money, 
which is to be refunded at some future 
period, either by contributions at home, 
or from the general funds of this mis- 
sion. This proposition was accepted. 
The subject of extending ourselves still 
further seemed important, and com- 
mandinz What we had already done 
js little compared with our multiplied 
blessings. ‘These laid us under obliga- 
tions todo more. We have done as 
Providence scemed to indicate, and as 
due deliberation warranted us. Broth- 
er Scudder removed to Panditeripo in 
July. The repairs are making with 
much expedition, and we are happy to 
say that every thing is favourable and 
seem to promise much. 


Licensing of Dr. Scudder to preach. 


Agreeably to the instructions of the 
Board, biother Scudder attended to the 
study of Theology while on his passage, 
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and has since devoted as much tie to 
it, as circumstances would admit. As 
he was now to occupy a new Station, it 
appeared desirable, that he should re. 
ceive a license to preach. Ina regular 
meeting, held according to the custom of 
the American churches, he was examin- 
ed; and, having given good satisfaction, 
he was licensed. We thought proper to 
advise him to continue his studies pre- 
paratory io his future ordination. Broth- 
er Scudder’s removal from Tillipally, 
and the returning health of the brethren 
at Batticotta, rendered the missionary 
strength of these two stations very une- 
qual. It was therefore thought expedi- 
ent, that brother Woodward should re- 
move to Tillipally for the present; but 
it is desirable, that he should soon occu- 
py a new station. When we consider 
the assistance, which we have from the 
boys in our school, and that the acquisi- 
tion of the language is gradually giving 
us strength, we are convinced, that our 
borders niust still be enlarged. 

But what shall we do? We have no 
funds for building, and not more than 
five months supply for our own sub- 
sistence. We are not we cannot be, 
anxious for ourselves, if faithful ; but we 
do feel anxious for the heathen, for we 
behold their wretchedness. When we 
are solicited to go iuto other parishes, 
and establish schools, must we silence 
these solicitations by saying, we are not 
able? Under such circumstances, how 
ought we to feel? When we see so 
many destitute parishes not only willing 
to be instructed, but even inviting us to 
establish schools, ought we not to re- 
mind christians, “‘ Whosoever hath this 
world’s good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutieth up his bewels of 
compassioa trom him, how dwelleth the 
love of Godin him?’ Where had the 
American churches been, had the early 
christians withheld from our ancestors 
the light of the Gospel? Where will 
their brethren the geniiles be, should 
christians of the present day not have 
compassion ? 


Printing Establishment in Ceylon. 


[After mentioning, that the press wouid be 
a valuabie acquisition ; aad that, with the in- 
formation brought by Mr. Garrett, they hoped 
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to obtain it from Calcutta, where it has long 
been, the missiouaries proceed as follows ] 
In the mean time, brother Garrett 
will apply himself tothe language ; and, 
should our funds admit, and the press 
be obtained, he will commence printing 
immediately. But we fear, that our 
funds will not be sufficient. It will in- 
deed be paintul to our hearts to have 
all other things in readiness, and be com- 
pelled to delay months, if not a year, 
for want of money. While we delay, 
thousands perish. The claims of mill- 
ions on the American churches are im- 
erious and must be felt, and, we be- 
lieve, will be acknowledged. We look 
homeward, not only for means to carry 
into effect the plans already adopted 
by us, but we think it very desirable, 
that this mission should be extended to 
the neighbouring continent. 


Claims of the Indian Peninsula. 


At the commencement of this mis- 
sion, our situation was thought impor- 
tant from its coutiguity to the peninsula, 
where the language of this people is 
spoken by some millions. We were 
then much encouraged, by our brethren 
at Bombay and other missionaries, to 
extend our views that way. Previous 
to the present time, however, we have 
not been able, for want of help, to look 
toward that important field, with any 
hope that we should be able to accom. 
plish our original design. Still we are 
persuaded, that the call is as urgent as 
ever. ‘To place before you the magni- 
tude of this object, we need not dwell 
on the vast population of the coast ; nor 
on the interesting places for missionary 
stations. ‘True, there are afew mis- 
siouaries in that field; but in no place 
is there one where ten are urgently de- 
manded ; and many large and populous 
districts are entirely neglected. Yet, 
on all the Coromandel coast, as far north 
as Madras, the Tamul is the common 
language. We seem more than ever 
urged to this field. For the work we 
are most favorably situated. A tour to 
the continent will enable us to give in- 
telligenee, concerning the most interest- 
ing stations, and to make all necessary 
arrangements for occupyinz them. Mis- 
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sionaries, who shall be hereafter sent out, 
will be able to take our places on this 
island, under every advantage, having 
houses, schools, and congregations ready 
to their hands. ‘Thus situated, they 
would have much time for the study of 
the lancuage immediately on their ar- 
rival, which is of great importance; and, 
at the same time, those of us who may go 
to the coast, will go under the greatest 
advantage. 

But while our prospects were bright- 
ening, and we were cherishing the hope, 
that we should soon be able to preach 
Christ to the millions so near us, we 
learn, that, at the date of your letter, 
‘‘ The expenses of the Board, within the 
preceding seven months, were consider- 
ably more than $20,000 greater, than 
the receipts within the same time.” 
This is indeed unpleasant intelligence ; 
but still we cannot despair of help. We 
well remember the day, when the church- 
es told us, “ Though oceans roll and 
continents stretch between us, we are all 
ene in Christ ;”—when they said, * We 
will remember you in the great congre- 
gation, in the social circle, at the family 
altar, and in the watches of the night. 
Your call, wafted by the breezes of 
heaven to our shores, shill not return un- 
to you void. We will send the flower 
of our churches to your aid, not admit- 
ting for a moment the doubt, that tle, 
who has demanded the sacrifice, will re- 
pay it.””* 

" [he passage, here quoted by the mission- 
aries, is taken from the right hand of fellow- 
ship delivered by the late lamented Mr tiuat- 
ington, of Boston, in the name of the Ameri- 
can churches, to the Rev Messrs. Fisk, Spaul- 
ding, Winslow and Woodward, at their ordi- 
nation, Nov. 5, 1818 Motives of delicacy 
may have prevented their quoting, from the 
saine excellent performance, a paragrap! still 
more directly to their purpose We here 
subjoin it. 

« Aware that in Asia, no less than in Amer. 
ica, they who preach the Gospel must live by 
the Gospel, we will impart to you, as we are 
able, oi our substance: and we will stir up oth- 
ers, on whou the gifts of Providence are more 
copiously bestowed, to contribute for your 
support; as also for the accomplishment of 
the plans, which your benevoleace may de- 
sire, for cer | urtherance of the Gospel abrvad, 
For we would not, brethren, tha’ other men be 
eased, and you burdened ; but that their abum- 
dance may be a supply for your want, that there 
may be equality.” 
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Do fathers and mothers in America, 
while they receive supplies for them- 
selves and children feel no obligations 
to that Saviour, to whom they are in- 
debted for all? Do youth and children, 
while they eujoy the temporal blessings 
which Christianity so richly bestows, 
feel no obligations? Do Christians, 
while, in addition to the privileges which 
others enjoy, they look forward to the 
robes and crowns prepared for conquer- 
ors, feel no obligations ? Is there, then, 
no pity for the poor heathen ? Have all 
fulfilled their obligations to their fellow- 
men, and to Christ ? 

We hope, that the millions almost 
within reach of our present stations, will 
not go down to the grave ignorant ofa 
Saviour, merely for want of Christian 
effort enough to cross the channel, which 
separates us from them. We hope, and 
we believe, that the time is not far dis- 
tant, wheu we may see a line of mission- 
aries from Cape Comorin to Bombay ; 
and, on the other coast, a line to the 
capital of Bengal, in which the Ameri- 
can churches will have not a few labour- 
ers; and that numerous heralds of the 
cross, diffusing evangelical light and 
eternal life, through these dark and un- 
cultivated wastes, in the interior of Hin- 
doostan, will penetrate northward into 
Persia and Arabia, until they unite with 
the triumphs of those who unfurl the 
standard of Jesus on the walls of Jerusa- 
lem. 

We remain, Rev. and Dear Sir, your 
servants and fellow labourers in Christ 
Jesus, James Ricuarbs, 

Benya. C. Metes, 
Danrgt Poor, 
Mixon Wins.ow, 
Levi SPAULDING, 
Henry Woopwarp, 
JouNn ScuDogEr. 


BRIEF THOUGHTS IN REFERENCE TO 
THE MISSION IN CEYLON. 


1. This mission has experienced re- 
markable tokens of the divine favour. 
Among these tokens may be enumerated 
the cordiality with which it was receiv. 
ed, and has been regarded, by the gov- 
ernmeut and influential persons on the 
island, the opening of missionary sta- 
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tions, in so many eligible parishes : the 
ease with which schools have been es- 
tablished, and children obtained for ed. 
ucation in the mission families: the 
gradual yielding of heathen prejudices ; 
the hopeful conversion of several prom- 
ising young men; and the favor, which 
it pleased God to confer upon the de- 
parted Mr. Warren and his surviving 
brethren, in causing their character to be 
so extensively respected by intelligent 
people in India. 

2. The mission is now, so far as its 
friends and the Christian public can 
judge, in a favorable state for rapid ad- 
vancement hereafter. ‘The missiona- 
ries, who have been longest onthe island, 
can preach and converse familiarly in 
the vernacular language of the country. 
Several young men, who have become 
hopefully pious under their ministry, act 
as interpreters to the missionaries lately 
arrived, and as catechists and school- 
masters; and will ultimately become, 
as is heped and presumed, faithful 
preachers of the Gospel to their coun- 
trymen. A printing establishment will 
be ready to go into operation, and to fur- 
nish school-books and tracts for the mis- 
sion, as soon as funds can be supplied. 
From the district of Jaffna easy access 
can be had to the populous continent of 
India, where the Tamul language, thai 
is, the language which our missionaries 
have acquired, is spoken by several mill- 
ions. 

8. How little activity and enterprize 
do Christians manifest, in the great work 
of spreading the Gospel, compared with 
the zeal and energy of worldly men, iv 
the prosecution of their favorite designs. 
Let a new field for commerce be open- 
ed, which shall present as fair a pros- 
pect of gain, as the Ceylon mission 
presents for a spiritual increase, and the 


way to it will be thronged by eager com- 


petitors. Ship after ship, and cargo al- 
ter cargo, tothe amount of millions oi 
dollars, would be immediately put in mo- 
tion, even wm these hard times; and the 
bustle of clerks, supercargoes, sea-cap- 
tains, sailors, owners, freighters, con- 
signees, custom-house officers, and twen- 
ty sorts of mechanics, would evince, that 
the faculties of man were all in requisi: 
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tion for the accomplishment of some in- 
teresting object. But how different is 
the conduct of the friends of missions. 
Many of them can read the letter of Ga- 
briel Tissera with very little emotion, 
and without making a single effort to 
multiply such trophies of the cross. 
When will professed Christians, when 
will real Christians, act as though the 
soul were of more consequence than the 
body, and the renovation and salvation 
of the world were nearer their hearts than 
the possession of ships, lands, and well 
furnished houses ? 


CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Twenty second Annual Narratwe of Missions 
performed under the direction of the Trustees 
of the MisstonaryY SocreTy OF CONNECTI- 
wuT, principally in 1820. 


(Continued from page 665 ) 


OHIO. 


In this region of our country, the Trustees 
have, for several years past, employed a great- 
er number of Missionari-s, than have been 
stationed in any other portion of the mission- 
ary field. The annual amount of good, which 
may be considered as ihe result of missionary 
Jabour in this field, it is believed, is such as 
must gladden the hearts of all the friends of 
Zion, te whom it may be known. Many 
flourishing churches are already established 
in the faith and order of the gospel. ‘The har- 
mony of seutiment and of efforts, which pre- 
vails among the Missionaries, seems to pro- 
mise the most desirable consequences to that 
extended and iacreasing population. 

The journal of the Rev. Ephraim T. Wood- 
ruff, which bas been received since the last 
annual Narrative, embraces a peviod of twen- 
ty one weeks, spent in the service of the So- 
ciety. Most of his labours were performed 
in the tewns adjacent, or not far distant, from 
that in which he resides, and in which is his 
pasteral charge. In his labours he found 
much to comfort and encourage him. A re- 
freshing shower of divine influence was pour. 
ed out upon a considerable number oi the 
towns which he visited, with which bis own 
people were also particularly favoured Four 
years since, when the church in Wayne was 
constituted, it consisted of lessthan 20 mem- 
bers, Sixty others have been added to the 
church, since the commencement of the 
work referred to, and about 50 more, it was 
expected, would shortly be added as the fruits 
of that work The number of hopeful subjects 
of the work, in other towns, is not specified. 
A meeting of the ministerial brethren, in that 
vicinity, is organized, for mutual improvemeat 
in doctrinal and practical theology. 
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The Rev Joseph Treat has a pastoral charge 
in Windham Formerly the name of the 
town was Sharon It has been changed by 
the legislature. His journal contains an ac- 
count of thirty-one weeks labour, six of which 
were performed in the latter part of July 1819. 
He also mentions the seasons of retreshing 
which has been enjoyed in the region where 
he visited, «* Within the !asi year,” he says in 
his last letter to the board, «the Lord, as we 
trust, has gathered a rich harvest of souls into 
his kingdom, most or all of which is, either 
directly or indirectly, the result of his bleesing 
on missionary labour.” Ina preceding com- 
munication he observes, “{ have visited six 
or eight towns where there is a special atien- 
tion to religion. I have witnessed the joy of 
the believer, and the distress of the awakened 
sinner. Indeed, I bave seen mut! to encou- 
rage the Missionary, and to the friends of mis- 
sions.” 

From the Rev. Simeon Woodruff, who has 
a partoral chargein Tallmadge, no communi- 
cation bas been received of a later date than 
July last By his journal, it appears that he 
boall cocal nine weeks tn the service of the So- 
ciety, part of which was performed in Decem- 
ber preceding. He observes that several of 
the Missionaries had made arrangements to 
succeed each other in regular tours of two 
weeks each ; and that this arrangement was 
found convenient to the Missionaries and 
agreeable to the people whom they visited. 
by this means their appointments could be 
more extensively known, and more generally 
attended by those who wish to enjoy the bén- 
efit of missionary labours. 

The Rev. John Seward has a pastoral 
charge in Aurora. Between the 25th of Octo- 
ber, 1819, aud December 14th, 1820, he spent 
twenty one weeks in the service ol the Socie- 
ty. Besides the ordinary labours of a mis- 
sionary, he attended the meetings of the Sy- 
nod and of thé Presbytery, the ordination of 
Mr Sullivan, and the dedicaiion of a house of 
worship in Hudson. He remarks that within 
the circle of his missionary labours the atien- 
tion to religion has been greater this year than 
it has in any yearsince 1812; and if he in- 
elude the county of Trumbull, as perhaps he 
ought, it has been greater and more extensive 
than in any year since the Connecticut Re. 
serve was inhabited by civilized men. 

From the syourna! of the Rev. Caleb Pitkin, 
who is connected with the Charch and people 
in Charlestown, it appears that he has labour- 
ed for the Missionary Socicty twenty seven 
weeks His first tour commenced the 3d of 
December, 1819 The same pleasant and en- 
couraging appearances of a religious nature, 
mentioned by other Missionaries, were, to 
some extent, witnessed by bim The month- 
ly concerts for prayer, which he attended, 
were interesting and refreshing seasons He 
found ocea-ion to lament the lukewarmness 
and woridly mindedness of some who profess 
to be the disciples of Christ 

The Rey. William Hanford bas a pastoral 


: 


may 





x 
RR {2 eee" 


— 
~~? + 


ood 
ein ae 


<a 
a. : 


7 








—_——<———__ 
~ 


= 
al 


ee -—_-s-- - * 


a 





678 Connecticut Missionary Society. 


charge in Hudson. In the service of the So- 
ciety he laboured twenty-one weeks. Not- 
withstanding severe bodily infirmities, he suc- 
ceeded in fulfilling, with few exceptions, all 
bis appointments Generally speaking, the 
audiences to which he preached wer» atten- 
tive and solemn. Judging from appearances, 
he was led to conclude that religion was, on 
the whole, in a prosperous state Still he 
could not suppress the frar. that the hearts of 
many of his apparently serious auditors were 
yet fixed onthe world. In Hudson he has had 
the happiness to see a new meeting-house 
erected, and completed in a handsome style, 
and ornamented with a parish bell. And, 
what is still more remarkable, he had the piea- 
sure io -ee the whole accomplished, even lo 
the distribution of the seais, with the most per- 
fect ba:masy and good feeling He solicits 
the prayers of God’s people, that the Lord 
would pour out bis Spirit, and cause the house 
thus happily consecrated to his service, speed- 
ily to be filled with his glory 

No returns have been received from the 
Rev. Jonathan Lesshe, of a later date than 
August 22d. 18.0. He had spent forty two 
weeks in the service of the Society, a portion 
of which was performed the paerene year 
In one place. in the course of his mission, he 
met with a sect of religicnists who deny the 
Divinity and Humanity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, among whom he was induced to dis- 
cuss these prominent doctrines of the Chris. 
tian Faith, and be boped with good effect. In 
the town of Westfield, where he speat a con- 
siderable portion of his time, (here was an’ex 
tensive and powerful work of divine grace. 
The house of worship was crowded with sol- 
emn and auxious worstippers. The people 
appeared to hear the word as for eternity. 
The hopetnl! subjects of conversion were of 
every age, from 12 to 63. Their experience 
led them, most cordially, to embrace the doc: 
trines of grace He attended a religious con- 
ference, or preached a lecture, 33 evenings 
out ef 35 «That good work extended itself to 
other towns in the vicinity, and probably 
constitutes a part of that which has been no- 
ticed by other missionaries, 

In his last letter ae informsthe Board that 
he had deemed it expedient to request of the 
Presbytery a dismission from his pastoral 
charge in Harpersfield, which request was 
granted. To this course he was induced, by 
the increased pecuniary embarrassments 
which he suffered in consequence of the se- 
vere illness ot bis wife, and by the hope, that 
a removal, to a more southern elimate, may 
prove of essential benefit to bis long afflicted, 
and, at present, belplesscompanion. It is not 
his intention immediately to leave the service 
of the Society ; and, should Providence per- 
mit, he may take a commission to labour ina 
more southern field 

In Burton is the pastoral charge of the Rev. 
Luther Hin yf His journal specifies but 
thirteen weeks of Missionary labour. During 
the past summer he left his people, and the 
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roissionary field to attend the General Assem. 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, at Philadel. 
phia, and to visit bis triends in New England, 
On his tour be solicited, with some success, 
donations tor the Literary Institution estab- 
lished at Burton. He obtained about iour 
hundred dollars in books and other things, 
The great object of those who manage this in- 
stitution, is ‘o aid the cause of missions A 
few young men ere now in the institution, who 
have ih ir hearts fixed on the work of the gos- 
pel ministry as tieir future employment It 
is believed that if that wnfant seminary could 
be turnished with sufficient funds, it would 
svon send torth stre«ms which would make 
glad the cify of our God. 

‘Lhe journal ot the Rev Giles H Cowles, 
who is stationed at Aust nburgh, gives a detail 
of ins labours tor the Suciety, twenty six 
weeks, during the yea’, commencing Decem- 
ber 10th, 1819. He notices with mucu inte- 
rest the precivus revivals, to which irequent 
allusion has already been made He laveur- 
ed, a part of his time, in the midst ot these 
revivais , and was bopefully instrumental in 
cowforting and evcouraging the childred of 
God, and in guiding awakened and coavinced 
sinners, to the Saviour of the worid. in his 
vicinity a Missionary Sovieiy has been form- 
ed. of which he has been appointed one o. the 
directors, Undertbe patronage «ot this Socie- 
ty, acompany is forming lo consutute a Mis- 
sionary colony,and (tv go toa branch of the 
Osage iribe of Indians the Kev. Messrs, 
Badger and Lesslie are particularly engaged 
in carrying this benevolent prvject mto opere- 
tion 

The Rev Alvan Coe resides in Greenfield, 
in the county of Huron In that town no 
church, of any denomination, bas yet been or 
ganized = Siice August 1, 1819, he bas s;« nt 
forty weeks in the service of be Society. The 
general state of religion around bim 4s vei 
low. A few individuals have hopefully been 
brought into the kingdom the year past .He is 
frequenily receiving pressing invitations to 
preach, in those destitute regions. He has 
charge of a scliool composed ot sixteen Indian 
youths. 

The Rev. Abiel Jones spent twenty-six 
weeks in missionary labours, between June 
1819, and the beginning of May last His ser- 
vices were principally confined to preaching 
the word. Nothing materially different trom 
what is detailed by other Missionaries, who 
have laboured in the same field, is contained 
in his journal 

The last communication from the Rev. 
Thomas Barr was dated March 27th, 1820. 
His journal specifies only six and a half weeks 
missionary services. His connexion with the 
church in Euclid bad been dissolved. and an 
engagement made with the Uniled congrega- 

tions of Wooster and AppleCreek, in the 
eounty of Wayne, whither be bad removed, 
As his whole time and services would be de- 
manded in his new relation, he felt constrain- 
ed to relinquish any further services fer the 
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jssion Saciety of Connecticut. By 
ee telth ul iabousre of this Missionary, for 
more than ten years, under the direction of 
this Society, itis hoped much good has been 
effected in the infant settlements of the wil- 
derness, and that he way (ye hereafter, that 
many souls were given him as the seals of his 
ministry, and as a crown of his rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. 

‘the Rev. Amasa Loomis has a_ pastoral 
charge in Paynesville. The first part of bis 
journal speciGes thirteen weeks of Missionary 
labour, five of which were noticed in tbe last 
year's Narrative, Ina subsequent communi 
cation, under date of September I4th, i820, 
he states that he had laboured tor the Society 
nine weeks, during the pas! sammer. On ac- 
eount ot sickness in bis tami'y, most of his mis- 
sivuary services were performed in the vicini- 
ty of Paynesville. “ In regard to religion,” 
he observes in his journal, “a very great stu- 
pidity prevails here among the most, while 
sone sigh and moura for the abounding of 
iniquity, and six have lately offered them- 
selvesto the church, and now stand propound- 
ed. ‘The state of this part of the couniry, 
generally, as to morals and religion, is, | think, 
graduauy improving. but infidelity, errone- 
ous and perversed sentiments, and diversified 
wickedness, extensively prevail; and the 
cause of righteousness and piety call aload tor 
faithful preachers of the gospel.” 

The Rev. Abraham Scott, performed, for 
the Society, filteen weeks of missionary ser- 
vice, between February 17th, 1819, and 
March 2d, 1820, the date of his iast communi- 
cation. The people among whom he went 
preaching the gospel, were greatly oppressed 
by the pecuniary embarrassment which overe 
spreads that country. Many of them are in 
danger of losing their lands, and the money 
they have paid for them, because unable to 
pay what remains due. Hence a large popu- 
lation is almost wholly dependant on Mission- 
ary Societies tor the word of life. Hence too, 
his labours, for this Society, were received 
with many expressions of gratitude. 

The Rev. Lot B. Sullivan, speat five weeks 
in the service of the society, chiefly in Huron 
county He discovered among the people of 
the exteasive region which he visited, a great 
solicitade to be tavoured with the labours of 
Missionaries. He was ordained to the work 
of an evangelisi, and insiatled pastor of the 
church in Lyme, in that county, on the i4th 
of last June. 

The Rev. Randolph Stone was commission- 
edto labour, tor one yeur, as a missionary. 
But previous to his reception ot that commis- 
sien, he bad recetved aad accepted proposals 
from the people of Cleaviand and uciid, to 
labour with them each one third of the time 
He commenced his services in these towns 
early io. May last. His prospects o! useful- 
ness, in both places are flattering. In Euclid, 
the influences of the divine >pirithave been 
extensively experienced About OU menibers 


have been added to the church. In Cleaviaud 
the state of things is evidently improving. 
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Till last spring, that place was almost entirely 
destitute of a preached gospel. Since thena 
church bas been uryanized in that flourishing 
village, and it has been found necessary to 
enlarge the piace of worship in the court 
house. (To be continued ) 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 


Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer 
by the Kev. Mr Blain. 


We feel grateful for such accounts of reviv- 
als, and we hope for the benefit of our numer- 
ous readers, tbat those who have been tavour- 
ed with such reireshings from the Lord will, 
in this way, declare to the world what God 
hath done forthem. We belicve there is noth- 
ing better caleulated to comfort christians, 
and promote revivals in other places, than 
such accounts. 


The congregation of Deer Park, be- 
longing to the Presbytery of Hudson, 
lies 30 miles west of Newburgh, in the 
county of Orange, and state of New- 
York. <A Presbyterian Church was op 
ganized in this place about 35 years ago, 
but cousisted of only 17 members, in 
1816, the time of my seitiement among 
them. No special effect was produced 
by the use of the means of grace, till 
the close of the yeur 1819. The 
season of communion returned agajn 
and again, and few or no additions 
were made to our number. The dis- 
couragement was great, the hope of bet- 
ter times nearly extinguished, the way 
and friends of Zion mourned because 
so few came to her solema feasts. In 
the forepart of November, (1819,) I 
visited a neighbouring congregation, 
where God was performing a work of 
grace, and the relation of what | saw 
and heard in that place, had a good ef 
fect upon the minds of my people ; par- 
ticularly upon professors, as the occa- 
sion was improved to urge them to pray 
more earnestly, that the Lord would 
also come among us. An unusual con- 
cern began now to be felt by Christians 
for the salvation of their fellow men, and 
they were drawn toa ihrove of Grace 
in their behalf. Appearances were fa- 
vourable. An extra lecture was ap- 
pointed, and it was at the second meet- 
ing of this kind that the flame oioke 
out. ‘There was great solemnity and 
some weeping during the regular ser- 
vice. ‘Lhe people were requested to 
tarry after the blessing was pronounced, 








De eee 
ita Si 
- 





‘| 





680 Revival ef Religion in Deer Park. 


for the purpose of sing'xg and religious 
conversation. After some time spent 
in this way, without any apparent effect, 
they rose to retire, and as some young 
persons were passing me, I spoke to 
one of them again about the welfare of 
her soul. The word was with power, 
and in a moment six or seven directly 
before me began weeping aloud. This 
had the effect of stopping the audietice, 
who stood and gazed with silent amaze- 
ment on what they beheld. Soon sigh- 
ing and weeping were heard in every 
art of the room. It was a spectacle 
calculated to melt and gladden the heart. 
The emotions of those who had long 
wished and prayed for such an event, 
can easier be conceived than described. 
To see those who all their lives had 
manifested the greatest indifference tothe 
interests of their souls, suddenly filled 
with anxiety on their account; to see 
their frends and neighbours, over whose 
wretchedness they had jong mourned 
and prayed, all at once awakened toa 
sense of their danger; to have reason to 
believe that in a place which had never 
been visited with a general outpouring 
of the Spirit, a work was now com- 
mencing, that might, in a short time, 
bring many from death to life; to have 
their almost expiring hopes thus reviv- 
ed, and their feeble petitions answered, 
might well expand their hearts with 
joy, and fill their mouths with praise. 
The things of religion now called the 
people together almost daily; and om 
lecture which was opened in a small 
school-house, on the third night was 
attended by a crowded audience in the 
church. It was often found difficult, at 
a late hour of the night, to prevail on 
the people to leave the place of worship. 
On one occasion particularly, when the 
distress of the awakened seemed to be 
reater than at any other time, their 
friends had to take them by the arm and 
force them away: and they could not 
have gone with greater reluctance, or 
been bowed down with deeper sorrow, 
if they had been dragged to a place of 
execution. Soon the sorrow of many 
was turned into joy, and within two 
weeks from the commencement of the 
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work, we counted 26 that were cherish. 
ing the hope of pardoned sin. 

The period of retreshing was compar. 
atively short, and the number effectual. 
ly called much less, than from appear. 
ances, we had reason to expect. The 
time in which all received their impres. 
sions did not exceed three weeks. Why 
the Lord made of it so “ short a work,” 
must, in a measure, be resolved into his 
own sovereignty ; though there was one 
thing, which so far as human agency 
was concerned ,must be considered as hay- 
ing had an unhappy influence—the inter- 
meddling, and party exertions of other 
denominations. The church in this re- 
gion is split up into sectaries, and some 
of them possess so much of a proselyt- 
ing spirit, that when God pours out his 
Spirit upen a Presbyterian or Congrega- 
tional Church, they are sure te be inva- 
ded and harrassed by those, who seem 
determined, regardless of consequences, 
to improve the opportunity for the bene- 
fit of their own order. Instead of unit- 
ing with us at our places of worship, 
when they came into the bounds, and a- 
mong the people of our society, frequent 
and counter meetings were held, at some 
of which the points of difference between 
us were called up. The effects of such 
selfish, sectarian and unfriendly proceed- 
ings, of such an encroachment upon the 
territory, the rights, and the feelings of 
others, may easily be imagined, and 
must certainly be detrimental. We 
however early formed the determination 
(to which we adhered, contrary to the 
solicitations of some) of taking no no- 
tice publicly of this subject, so long as 
the anxious enquiry of any remained. 
When the shower had evidently passed 
over, and the time for receiving into the 
church had arrived, it was thought 
proper, and indeed necessary, to deliver 
our sentiments on the mode and subject 
of baptism. 

The number that were hopefully 
brought to a knowledge of a Saviour, 
was about 60; which, though not so 
great as in some larger congregations in 
this day of special mercy, nevertheless 
is great enough to bea subject of joy, of 
thankfulness, and of record in the Zion 
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of our God. The subjects were from 
12 to 60 years of age—the greater part 
in early life. Some were persons of bad 
principles and of immoral lives. The 
scofier, the infidel and the drunkard were 
made to tremble in view of their guilt, 
to abandon their refuges of lies, and their 
habits of vice, 

The external means, or immediate 
causes which produced this happy event, 
so far as they came under our observa- 
tion, were a prayer meeting, the study 
and recitation of the Scriptures in a [i- 
ble Class, and especially the preaching 
of the word. The Bible recitation had 
indeed been discontinued for some time 
before the Spirit descended; yet, from 
the manner in which those who attended 
it were distinguished and blessed, it was 
evidently not without its influence. The 
members of the class were the first per- 
sons whose minds were wrought epon, 
and all who were the most punctual in 
this duty, are, as we trust, made heirs of 
God. While the Lord thus manifested 
his approbation of this exercise, he ap- 
peared to show, in a more signal man- 
ner, his displeasure against a practice 
of a very different character. A daacing 
school had been opened in the place the 
winter before, and J] was constrained to 
raise my voice against it. Not a single 
individual who went to this school, was 
a subject of this revival; and yet, as if 
to shew still more plainly the finger of 
God in the affair, two persons whe had 
given their names, but upon reflection 
thought best not to attend, are numbered 
among our converts. Wedo not under- 
take to say that this distinction is cer- 
tainly or wholly to be ascribed to he e- 
vent in question; but the circumstauce 
was so singular, the discrimination so 
marked and general, that we thought it 
deserved notice. 

It pleased the Lord again, during the 
last Fall, (1820 ) to make bare his arm 
jor the salvation of several in this place. 
As the fruits of both these seasons of 
mercy, the Presbyterian Church has 
received te its communion seventy, a 
separate Church in the vicinity four or 
five, and the Baptists two. 

Yours with esteem, 
WILLIAM BLAIN, 
Pastor of the Church in Deer Park. 


For the Religious Tntelligencer. 
PLAN FOR PROMOTING REVIVALS OF 
RELIGION 

Mr. Wuirinc. I am still encourag- 
ed to hope that the American churches 
will yet try the experiment of a society 
for the promotion of revivals, the “ Lov- 
er of Gospel truth,” notwithstanding. 
If there be no other arguments, and no 
other spirit of controversy to bear against 
it, than what he has exemplified, I have 
still so mach confidence in the piety of 
these churches as to believe that an en- 
ergetic experiment will be made by them 
to promote revivals on the plan propesed. 

1 am happy sir, to learn, that my last 
communication, has shown, the “ Lov- 
er of Gospel truth,” to be a real enemy 
to the plan of a society, which was ori- 
ginally proposed, and not a friend in dis- 
guise, as | was in hopes to have found 
him. But I am somewhat surprised at 
the ground he has taken, and the length 
to which he has carried the evils, which 
he seems to think will result from carry: 
ing into effect the plan of a society for 
the promotion of reyivals. He seems 
to think, however, I have manifested a 
“ Christian zeal,” in my communica- 
tions; which I take to be a zeal govern- 
ed by a knowledge of “ gospel truth,” 
and kindled by the piety of an heart 
warmed at the altar of God. It is my 
most fervent prayer sir, that I may ever 
be led by such a zeal, if I heve not been 
heretofore: and I most earnestly be- 
seech the Father of all mercies, to keep 
me from those damning evils, which the 
“Lover of gospel truth” draws from 
the sentiments which I have advocated 
in my former communications. I have 
endeavored to examine them anew ; and 
the result has been an entire conviction 
that they are not in contradiction to 
“ gospel truth; that they are not adding 
to, or diminishing from the word of God : 
that they do not imply any deficiency in 
the gospel plan of salvation; that they 
do not justify any of the errers of popery ; 
—and that they do not “prostrate the wis- 
dom ofthe Most High Ged.” But on the 
other hand, | am more than ever convine- 
ed that they are calculated more abundant- 
ly to promote, “ the glory and blessed- 
ness of Zion;’’—to increase christian uni- 
ty and love ;—to saye more extensively 
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the souls of men ;—to bring to view, and 
inculcate more purely “ gospel truth,” 
without that corrupt mixture of party and 
sectarian error and gloss, which have in 
too many instances been thrown over it ; 
—to lay prostrate superstition and bigot- 
ry j;—to establish and powerfully. to pro- 
claim the wisdom of God, in the gospel 
plan of salvation ;—“to people” as | 
originally remarked, “ more extensively 
the world of light,” and to bring greater 
glory to God our Saviour. Now, if the 
sentiments, which I have before advo- 
cated on the subject of promoting re- 
vivals, have a natural tendency to pro- 
duce these happy effects, certainly every 
real ‘Lover of gospel truth,’ naust 
earnestly desire to see them universally 
diffused, and acted upon throughout the 
world. 

The “ Lover of gospel truth” says, if 
he understands me, | have recommend- 
ed “a society distinct or different from 
a church of Christ.” If by “ distinct or 
different,” he understood me to recom- 
meud a society of unbelievers, he under- 
stood me wrong. If he understood me 
to recommend an association of chris- 
tians, from the various branches of the 
christian church, acting not strictly in 
an individual church capacity, he un- 
derstood me as I meant to be understood. 
That he did rightly understand me I am 
led to believe from some remarks which 
he makés a little below. He says, “A 
Church of Christ is the only society 
formed, or necessary to be formed, for 
all the purposes, of causing darkness to 
flee, and to make the true light shine.” 
From this, and some other passages in 
his piece, | am led to believe, that he 
thinks it morally wrong fr members of 
the christian church to form themselves 
into any association for religious purpos- 
es, which is not, distinctly mentioned in 
the wordof God. When once a church 
of Christ is formed, here, if I under- 
stand him, is the utmost boundary, not 
only of the necessity, but also of the lib- 
erty of christian association. That I do 
not misunderstand him in this, is evident 
from the following sentence in his last 
communication. “It is monstrous to 
advocate any system or practice as reli-’ 
giously expedient, where the werd of 
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God is silent onthe subject.” Now sir, 
if this be not an all-sweeping clause to 
every benevolent association on earth, 
I must coniess myself a stranger to the 
import of words. It not only is calcu- 
lated to destroy the society for which I 
am pleading, and every other society 
mentioned in my last communication ; 
but its baleful influence does not stop 
here; nor does he seem to wish that it 
should. It lies equa!ly against conven- 
tions of Churches, general associations, 
synods, Presbyteries, consociations, gen- 
eral-conferences, class-meetings, consis- 
tories, and every other religious associ- 
ation or connexion of the kind. We 
might ask the christian church, who 
hath required these things at her hands ? 
And in the language of the ‘ Lover of 
gospel truth,” we might answer, “ cer- 
tainly not Ged.” God has not, indeed, 
required these things by their respective 
names: But I ask, has God forbidden 
them? Or has he forbidden the forma- 
tion of a society tor the promotion of re- 
vivals ? Certainly he has not. Neither 
has the ‘* Lover of gospel truth,” any 
authority from God to condemn it; nor 
any ground in the truth of the gospel; 
nor yet should I think he could find any 
room for opposition to it, in the feelings 
of a warm, pious and benevolent heart. 
Atthis point,he would probably meet me 
with this strange declaration. “ The gos- 
pel no where proves negatives, but in all 
cases; shews what is to be done; not 
what is not to be done!!”’ Is this, indeed, 
true ? What then am I to understand by 
Mark x. 19. Do not commit adul- 
tery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Defraud not.” What 
by the following extracts trom our Save 
iour’s sermon on the mount? “ Swear 
not at all; neither by heaven: for it is 
God’s throne: nor by the earth; for it 


is his footstool : neither by Jerusalem ; 


for it isthe city of the great King: nei- 
ther shall thou swear by thine head, be- 
cause thou canst not make one hair white 
or black. But I say unto you that ye 
resist not evil. Take heed that ye do 


not your alms before men, to be seen of 
them. When thou prayest, thou shall 
not be as the hypocrites are: but wien 
ye pray, use not vain repetitions as the 
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heathen do; be not ye therefore like un- 
to them. Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon the earth. ‘Take there- 
fore no thought for the morrow. Judge 
not that ye be not judged. Give not 
that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
cast ye your pearls before swine.” I 
might easily add to these, hundreds 
more, all of which seem to tell us, not 
what is to be done, but what is not to be 
done: and they not only seem, but they 
absolutely and particularly do tell us 
what is not to be done. 

« The gospel, in all cases shews what 
is to be done :” su says, the * Lover of 
gospel truth.” In another part of his 
last communication, he has a passage 
equally wonderful. “It is clear, that 
nothing was left without divine attention 
toevery part, even the most minute and 
particular, as respects the great and 
wonderous plan of saving men with an 
everlasting salvation, and regulating 
their conduct while in the wilderness.” 
Inrespect, then, to every “ minute and 
particular” part of our conduct in this 
world, we may expect to find explicit 
direction in the word of God. Let us 
now see how this will bear examination. 
Is it, then, essential to the performance 
of christian duty, that every act be per- 
formed in the same manner, by every 
person, in every country, and language, 
and people, and circumstances, under 
tle whole heaven? idow often is vocal 
prayer to be made, and in what manner ; 
standing, kneeling, sitting, or lying 
down? Of how long continuance is 
such prayer to be? How often are we 
to commune at the Lord’s table, and 
with what position of the body must it 
be done? Are we to build churches ; 
and of what size and structure are they 
to be? How often are ministers to 
preach; aid is this duty to be tormed 
Sitting, standing or kneelins ? And the 
scriptures always to be read in public 
assemblies ; and of what time of divine 
service is that to be done? Are we 
beund always to sing in our assemblies ; 
and what songs are we allowed and what 
forbidden to sing ? How much of their 
substance are christians bound to give 
for spreading the gospel, and causing the 


darkness to flee away; andto whom 
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are they bound to give it? What ought 
tu be dove with those who have not, and 
who do not this duty ? Whose individu- 
al duty is it to goto the heathen; and 
in wha. particular way are they to be 
supported, that they may give them- 
selves wholly to their work r What is 
the precise age, and what the acquire- 
ments to which aman must arrive before 
he may enter the gospel miuis‘ry? What 
is the best, and ouly method of promot- 
ing revivals of religion’ | ask not these 
questions, sir, for an answer, not to ine 
viie Controyersy ; but simply to shew 
that in every “ minute” circumstance 
of human conduct the scriptures do not 
direct us; and to convince, if possible, 
the “ Lover of gospel truth,” that his 
aflirmations on this subject, are too * mi- 
nute aud particular” to accord with what 
is most obviously the fact in regard to it- 

li 1 have advocated asentiment which 
“ multiplied huinaa mediators,” which, 
“lays prostraie the wisdom of the Most 
Higa God,” ‘and wiiich * adds to, or di- 
minisbes the laws and ordinances” of 
God; 4 do most earnestly implore the 
forgivness, both of God ana the chris- 
tian community. But iam not yet a- 
ware that { have done it. My object 
was, aud stillis, to bring men more gen- 
erally to an observance of those laws 
aud ordinances ;—to exalt more exten- 
sively the name and honour of the one 
only Mediator ;—to destroy abomina- 
tion ;—to prostrate every human tradi- 
tion, and all the wisdom of men to the 
obedience of faith. I cheerfully, bow- 
ever, subinit the sentiments which | have 
advocated to the decision, candor and 
piety of the christian public. If in their 
estimation, [am deserving all the cen- 
sure which is laid upon me io the com- 
municauion under review, for advocating 
a society for the promotion of revivals, 
then, indeed, let it fall upon me. But 
while on this subject, 1 have “a con- 
science void of offence, both towards 
God and man ;”—while I have a soul 
which feels tor a world lying in ruins; 
—while I have a desire to see the dark- 
ness of sin flee away, and the son of 
righteousness to rise on a benighted 
wo'ld;—and while I see the smile of 
heaven resting on so many benevolent 
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associations, I shall continue to be an 
advocate of a society for the promotion 
of revivals. 

The “Lover of gospel truth” con- 
siders the missionary, Bible, and other 
societies of ‘the kind, as not being “ re- 
ligious” associations,because some wick- 
ed men belong to them and are sup- 
porters of them; and for the same reason 
a society for the promotion of revivals, 
on the plan proposed, would not be re- 
ligious, and, therefore, he appears a- 
gainst the formation of one under the 
pretence of love to “gospel truth.” 
But why for the same reason did he not 
come out the warm advocate for “ gos- 
pel truth,” against the formation of Mis- 
sionary and Bible societies? Is the wuse 
of * truth” likely to suffer more from a 
society exclusively for the purpose of 
sending men “full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost,” to labour two and two for 
the promotion of revivals than from 
these? Or will it distroy the “ truth” 
any more, for christians to unite for this 
end, than to unite for the purpose of 
sending thé Bible and Missionaries round 
the world ? But such societies cannot be 
religious, because there are wicked men 
who compose part of their number, or 
because they are composed of “the 
lovers and haters of God!’ Ah! and 
will that destroy their religious charac- 
ter? What then are we to say of the 
little family of Jesus, when one of them 
was “a devil ?”’ Was that family, there- 
fore, not a religous association? And 
what of the christian Church so fong as 
“tares grow along with the wheat ?” 
Is that, therefore, not a religious associ- 
ation P—Or are they not religious asso- 
ciations, because some of the silver and 
the gold of the wicked are in their funds ? 
How then could the Church be a reli- 
gious community, while some of the 
property of Ananias was in their fund ? 
if it be improper to use the property of 
wicked men for religious purposes, how 
could Ezra, Nehemiah and their com- 
panions, with religious propriety use the 
property of Cyrus and Artaxerxes for 
the building of Jerusalem and the house 
of God? The object, it is evident, of 
these association, is purely religious. 
The men whom they employ, are design- 
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ed to be religious men. The truth they 
are authorized to publish is gospel truth. 
The books which they circulate are re- 
ligious books. The end which they 
have in view isa religious end. The 
society for the promotion of revivals, is 
designed to aid all these ;—to impress 
powerfully on the hearts of men gespel 
truth, and to bring their souls to the en- 
joyment of gospel hope aud peace. 

It is gratifying to me, to find so much 
ingenuousness in the “ Lover of gospel 
truth,” as to confess, that there is no 
authority in the Bible against the for- 
mation of a Society for the promotion of 
revivals. He finds authority for the 
formation of a church: but that author- 
ity does not tell him, that churches may 
not unite in societies for any benevolent 
and religious purpose. It does not tell 
him that the church may not form Bi- 
ble and Missionary societies :—that they 
may not form Presbyteries, consocia- 
tions, and conventions :—nor does it 
tell him that they may not form a soci- 
ety for the promution of revivals. I 
still think sir, that there is a mighty dif- 
ference between no direct authority for 
acertain practice, and authority against 
it. J entertain not the least doubt, that 
the “Lover of gospel truth” himself, 
does many thinge every day of his life, 
which the Bible does not say he shall 
do, and which yet are not evidently prop- 
er tobe done. Bat, who hath requir- 
ed these things at his hand? Certainly 
not God.” No sir, God has not possi- 
tively required many things which are 
necessary to be done in human life. 
They are things, however, which he has 
not forbidden ; and that alone is a suf- 
ficient warrant for practising them, when 
the cause of religion will be advanced, 
and the souls of men generally benetit- 
ed by the practise of them. May nota 
Society for the promotion of revivals be 
eminently one of these things ? 

I before said, that the community of 
the first christians seems more like the 
Society for which I plead, than any thing 
which could be found in the Bible against 
it. This, the “ Lover of gospel truth” 
seems to think is totally wiped away, 
and shown to be altogether irrelivant, 
by the following simple remark. “ It is 
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one thing to appear like another, and 
another subject to be the same thing.” 
This is all which he condesends to say 
about it. But surely it is in fact as much 
of the nature of a society as of a church, 
the ouly society which he seems willing 
to allow. It was acompact formed af- 
ter the Church was in being, by a vol- 
untary union of the disciples, for the 
express purpose of aiding more exten- 
sively the common cause ef honouring 
Christ in the salvation of men. Let us 
look at it alittle. And all that believ- 
ed, were together, and had all things 
common; and sold their possessions, 
and goods, and parted them to all men, 
as every man had need.” ‘This certain- 
ly was not a requisition upon the Church. 
They are no where commanded to give 
all their property into the Chureh fund ; 
nor to lay it down attheir ministers feet. 
It was a voluntary donation; and a 
measure which the brethren might a- 
dopt, or not, just as they chose. This 
is made indubitably certain from Peters 
conversation with Ananias on this very 
subject. It seems that Ananias under- 
took to practise a deception on the apos- 
tle, concerning the price of his posses- 
sion. Peter after charging him with 
the deception, puts him to these ques- 
tions. ‘ Whilst it remained was it not 
thine own? And after it was sold, was 
it not in thine own power?” This cer- 
tainly is telling Ananias, that there was 
no compulsion in the case ; but that he 
had a perfect right to retain his property 
ifhe chose. ‘This was, therefore, not a 
Church compact ; for they were at en- 
tire liberty to belong to the Church and 
not go into this measure: but it was a 
voluatary compact, of the willing, warm- 
hearted disciples, for furthering the gos- 
pel, and saving souls of men. his 
community, might, therefore, very prop- 
erly be called the first association, un- 
der the christian dispensation, for the 
promotion of revivals; although this 
was not its exclusive object. But as 
we have other means for the support of 
our poor, and as we do not live in days 
of open persecution ; I do not see why 
the churches in America may not, reli- 
giously form associations exclusively Yor 


the promotion of revivals. ‘This com- 


munity is certainly example enough, 
(since God has not forbidden it.) for an 
experiment more extensively to save 
souls, by :niting in a society for this no- 
ble and truly christian purpose. 

My design sir, is by no means to take 
this werk out of the hands of the Church, 
No sir, it is to unite the Church through- 
out this whole land, and eventually 
throughout the world in this great and 
good work of promoting revivals of re- 
ligion. It is, on this subject, to have 
united action in, and not ouwé of the 
Church. It is to give all those benev- 
olent, warm-hearted lovers of the souls of 
men, who may desire it, an opportunity 
to cast their several donations, for the 
promotion of revivals, into one common 
treasury, as a sacred deposit for that 
purpose only. Now if, for this purpose, 
every Consociation, and Presbytery 
Should become a society for the prome- 
tion of revivals; the higher judicatories 
of the Church, should become more ex- 
tended branches of the same Society ; 
and a suitable delegation from both tliese, 
should form one general society, from 
which a general report should annually 
be sent out to encourage, quicken and 
animate, both the smaller societies, and 
the christian community at large; thus 
would certainly be a concentration and 
union of action, which, under the bles- 
sing of Ged, would soon reflect wonders 
in this highly favoured land. That the 
blasting breath of the Almighty would 
not blow upon such an undertaking ; but 
that his smiles and his blessings would 
most assuredly attend it, is I think very 
evident. He has inspired the hearts of 
many with strong desires, that it might 
soon be witnessed in the American 
churches. Many prayers are daily as- 
cending, to the prayer-hearing God, that 
he would speedily move some portion 
of his Church in this land, so highly fa- 
voured of heaven, to step forward and 
to take the lead in this great enterprize 
for the salvation of men. What portion 
of the church, then, will lead the way, 
and invite the co-operation of the other 
branches in the glorious work of pre- 
moting revivals? Which general Asso- 
ciation, Convention, or Assembly will 
first give an example ? O that the chris- 
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tian Church in America, would move to 
this object as by the impulse of one spir- 
it, breathing the pure spirit of love and 
good-will to men ; and at every step call 
to thousands of "dying sinners, in the 
midst of her, “ Turn ye, turn ye,—for 
why will ye die.” 

Opposition is certainly to be expected. 
The Church itselfisopposed. Mission- 
ary and Bible societies have been op- 
posed in theirturn. And why should it 
be expected, that a society of this mag- 
nitude and importance, should pass in 
the world without opposition? This 
can never be looked for, while tiere are 
so many cold-hearted professors of reli- 
gion ; and I lament to say ministers too, 
who seem to care but little whether souls 
are saved or damned, if they can but be 
considered as orthodox christians, and 
defenders of their particular faith. 
Wrapt round with prejudice as witha 
coat of mail, no truth, but of their own 
particular creed can reach them; and 
they seem as deaf to the cries of a dy- 
ing world, (if help be solicited, in any 
way but their own,) as the slumbers of 
death. Every thing which hasa ten- 
dency to break up these prejudices, and 
this party feeling, which have so long 
reigned in the Church, and distracted 
the world, will, without a question, be 
opposed ; "and opposed too, under the 
pretext that the truth is going to be des- 
troyed. This tendency the Society ia 
question will doubtless have, if it should 
ever go very extensively into operation. 
The sufferers, from the most perfect 
operation of this Society, will not, how- 
ever, be “gospel truth;” gospel holi- 
ness, gospel charity, nor gospel peace 
and love. The honour of Christ, I 
think will not suffer by it; nor the souls 
of men. At the same time, it is doubt- 
less true, that party prejudices, cold- 
hearted indifference to the salvation of 
sinners, sectarian bigotry, zeal and ig- 
norance will be materially injured by it ; 
and it is devoutly to be wished, that they 
might be totally exterminated from the 
Charch of God. 

The little opposition which has been 
made to the plan for the promotion of 
revivals, and the manner in which that 
opposition has appeared, convinces me 
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more than ever, that the plan is approy- 
ed of God ;—that he moves many hearts 
in prayer for its adoption, and that it 
will soon prevail, and gives the most in. 
contestable evidence to the world that it 
is both safe and wise. I already anti- 
cipate seeing true revival, men going out 
two and two from a_ general revival 
Society, “ full of faith, and of the Hol; 
Ghost, labouring night and day, pub- 
licly and from house to house with many 
tears The Holy Ghost goes with them: 

—revivals attend them :—churches are 
built up;—souls are saved ;—Christ is 
honoured ;—truth is defended ;—instru- 
ments are raised up to goto the hea- 
then ;—the Church becomes more glori- 
ous in the eyes of the world, her light is 
seen, -her glory arises, and opposition, 
prejudice and indifference die at the 
approaching light and glory. 

Lovers of revivals! Arise without 
delay to this work ; the sun of righteous- 
ness shines brightly on your path ; aud 
your way leads to glory in a world of 
eternal light. Do this work and in that 
world thousands will call you blessed. 
Such are the feelings,—such the hopes, 
—such the confidence, and such the ex- 
pectations of 

A Lover or Revivats. 





THE OBSERVATION OF THE LORD’: 
DAY REMARKABLY REWARDED. 
AN ANECDOTE 
Taken from a Tract printed at Bristol, 
by the Bristol Soceety for Promoting 

Reigious Knowledge. No. 117. 


The writer remembers hearing of a 
Barber; who lived at Bath in the last 
century : passing a Church or Meeting 
one Sunday, he peeped in just as the 
minister was giving out his text, * Ke- 
member the Sabvath-day to keep it ho- 
ly, Exodus xx. 8.; he listened long e- 
nough to be convinced that he was con- 
stantly breaking the laws of God and 
man, by shaving and dressing his cus- 
tomers on Sunday. He became uneasy, 


and went with a heavy heart to his Sun- 
day task. At length he took courage, 
and opened bis mind to the minisier ; 
who advised him to give up Sunday 
dressing, and worship God. He replii- 
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ed, beggary would be the consequence ; 
he had a flourishing trade, but it would 
almost all be lost. He told him he must 
not confer with flesh and blood; but 
irust God, who requires from us no more 
than is for our good—never asks us to 
make any sacrifice, but he will abundant- 
ly compensate ; the command being ab- 
solute, admits of no relaxation. 

He could not bring his mind to it at 
once; sounded his customers, and soon 
found they would employ another. At 
length, after many a sleepless night 
spent in weeping and praying, he was 
determined to cast all his care on God ; 
as the more he reflected, the more his 
duty became apparent. 

He discontinued Sunday dressing; 
went constantly and early to Church or 
Meeting, and soon enjoyed that self- 
gratulation which is one of the rewards 
of doing our duty, and in due time that 
‘peace of God whieh the world can 
neither give nor take away.’ The 
consequences he foresaw, actually fol- 
lowed: his genteel customers left him, 
as he was nicknamed a Puritan, or 
Methodist. He was obliged to give up 
his fashionable shop; and, from various 
gradations in life, in the course of years 
he became so reduced as to take a cellar 
under the old Market house, and shave 
the farmers ! 

One Saturday evening, between light 
and dark, a stranger from one of the 


coaches asking for a Barber, was direct- 


ed by the hostler to the celler opposite. 
Coming in hastily, he requested to 
be shaved quickly, while they changed 
horses, as he did not like to violate the 
Sabbath !—This was touching the poor 
Barber on a tender chord: he burst into 
tears, asked the stranger to lend hima 
halfpenny to buy a candle, as it was not 
light enough to shave him with safety. 
He did so, revolving in his mind the ex- 
treme poverty to which the poor man 
inust be reduced, before he could make 
such a request. 

When shaved, he said—‘ There must 
be something extraordinary in your his- 
tory, which [ have not now time to hear. 
llere is halfa-crown for you; when I re- 
turn, I will cali and investigate your 
case. Whatis your name ?? 


‘William Reed,’ said the astonished 
Barber. 

‘William Reed!’ echoed the stranger ; 
‘William Reed, by your dialect you are 
from the West.’ 

‘Yes Sir ; from Kingston, near Taun- 
ton. 

‘William Reed, from Kingston, near 
Taunton !——What was your father’s 
name ?” 

‘ Thomas.’ 

‘Had he any brother ?’ 

‘Yes Sir; one, after whom I was 
named ; but he went to the Indies; and 
as we never heard from him, we suppose 
him to be dead,’ 

‘Come along, follow me!’ said the 
stranger. ‘I am going to see a person 
who says his name is William Reed, of 
Kingston, near Taunton. Come and. 
confront him. If you prove to be in- 
deed him whom you say you are, I have 
glorious gews for you: your uncle is 
dead, and has left you an immense for- 
tune; which I will put you into pos- 
session of when all legal doubts are re- 
moved.’ 


They went by the coach, saw the pre-- 


tended William Reed, and proved him 
tobe an impostor. ‘This stranger, who 
was a pious attorney, was soon legally 
satisfied of the Barber’s identity, told 
him he had advertised bim in vain; Pro- 
vidence had now thrown him in his way 
in a most extraordinary manner, and he 
had great pleasure in transfering a great 
many thousand pounds to a worthy man, 
the rightful heir of the property. 

hus was man’s extremity God’s op- 
portunity.—llad the poor Barber pos- 
sesed one halfpenay, or even had credit 
for a candle, he might have remained un- 
known for years, but he trusted God, 
who never said—‘ Seek ye my face in 
vain.’ He had readin the Bisie (that 
fountain of all good, which he often con- 
sulted, though he seldom saw a newspa- 
per )—* Trust him at all times, ye peo- 


ple.—-In ali your ways acknowledge 


him, and he will direct your paths 2 not, 
perhaps, in the way of man’s wisdom ; 
no, he sees the end from the beginning ; 
he weighs out all his dispensations in the 
balances of the sanctuary: he led the 
Israelites forty years through the wilder- 
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| ness, which they could have travelled in 
six weeks, had infinite Wisdom seen fit ; 
but he delayed, ‘to shew them what was 
in their hearts.’ 





BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 


Governor and Commander in Chief in and 
over the State of Connecticut, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


it Whereas, areview of our social conduct at stated 
ice periods, with sincere resolutions of amend 
j ment, are duties prescribed by reason and relt- 

gion, and fit means of elevating our affections, 
and obtaining divine guidance and favour :— 


i 

Z A! [ have therefore thought proper to appoint, 
if and do hereby appoint, Friday the twentieth 
day of April next, to be observed throughout 
if this State,asa CHRISTIAN FAsT. Andl 
do hereby invite the ministers and teachers of 
: fi all denominations, with all the good people of 
Ly ae this State, to assemble on said day, at their re- 
a spective places of public worship and there 
oy present their united and devout supplications 
i to ALmicuty Gop; entreating Him to pardon 
all our sins, and enable us, by a more exact 
conformity to the divine precepts and perfect 
a example of His Son, our Saviour and Judge to 
o improve our condition in this life, and to at- 
tain a glorious and happy immortality here- 

after. 

Also to supplicate Divine blessings on our 
Country ; that He would prosper all our secu- 
lar interests ; direct and bless the President of 
the United States, and all others entrusted with 
rule, counsel and authority, both in the Na- 
tional and State Governments ; guide them in 
t the right way ; avert from us and our posteri- 

ty the consequences of every error; extead 
the means of promoting science, civilization 
and true religion ; break the rod of oppressors 
and cause justice, liberty, peace and concord 
to prevail in every Nation, and among all 
mankind. 
All servile labour and vain recreatiou, on 
said day, are by law, forbidden 
Given under my hand at Litchfield, this twen- 
ty sixth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and iwen- 
iy-one, and of the Indepenience of the Uni- 
ted States of America the forty fifth. 

” OLIVER WOLCOTT. 

By His Excellency’s Command, 
fuomas Day, Secretary. 
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} MISSIONARY FIELDS. 

t The delightful weather of the week 
past, and the singing of birds, which is 
beginning to be heard in the land, re- 

| mind u:; that soon the husbandman will 

be employed in committing his seed to 

Might it not be well, there- 


*s 


the earth. 


| March 


fore, in the mean time for ministers to 
invite their people to assemble and make 
some arrangements for a more extended 
and advantageous cultivation of Mission- 
ary Fields? Perhaps the best course at 
such a meeting, after conversing upon 
the state of the heathen, and the calls of 
missionary societies, would be to intro- 
duce a subscription book, in which some 
might subscribe the use of /and, others 
might put down labour, and others 
again both Jand and cultivation. Let 
each individual be encouraged to do 
something. Even the child might sub- 
scribe a single day’s work. It would 
likewise seem desirable that a Commit- 
tee should be appointed to direct in the 
cultivation of such tracts of land as may 
be offered, and also in the disposa: of 
those articles which may be obtained by 
cultivation. 

Who that has enjoyed from his in- 
fancy the blessings of the gospel, or even 
the privileges of civilized society, will 
hesitate for the sake of the heathen to 
make the little sacrifices required by the 
above plan ? 





Several of the Students in Yale Col- 
lege, are desirous of cultivating a Mission- 
ary Field the ensuing summer, in case the 
necessary/land and utensils can be obtain- 
ed. Any communication on this subject 
addressed to the Editor of the Reli- 
gious [Intelligencer will be gratetully 
received. 


SANDWICH MISSION. 


From a New-York paper we learn that the 
ship Levant late from Canton brings the pleas- 
ing intelligence that the brig Thaddeus, which 
sailed from Boston with missionaries in Oc- 
tober, 1819, arrived at the Sandwich Islands in 
April, ail well—and that Mrs Loomis, on 
the 16th of July was safely delivered of a son, 
the first white child ever burn in those Islands. 
The Thaddeus tad proceeded to the North 
West Coast for furs, and was expected back in 
Oct. We hope the Levaat has brought let- 
ters from the missionaries. 





TOLERATION. 


Thomas White of Baltimore has been found 
guilty of disturbing the Religious worship of 
a congregation, while the Rev. Mr. Fry was 
preaching, and sentenced to one months im- 
prisonment and to pay fifty dollars with cost 
of prosecution. 
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